Survival and complications after radical surgery for carcinoma of the rectum.
The results of 164 abdominoperineal resections and 87 anterior resections carried out between 1972 and 1985 for cancer of the rectum were reviewed, assessed, and compared. The problems with anterior resection included a 1.1% hospital mortality and a 5.4% anastomotic failure rate in the 73 manual sutures and 28.5% in the 14 mechanical sutures; recurrence rate was 15.4% and the global 5-year-survival was 62%. There was no mortality in the Miles series; the recurrence rate was 4.8% and the 5-year-survival rate was 53.5%. Urogenital complications after Miles were found in 86.9%: urinary alone 10.8%, sexual alone 19.5%, both 56.5%.